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22 February 2026
First Sunday of Lent


THE LORD’S PRAYER

PROCESSIONAL: Lord, Have Mercy
For what we have done and left undone 
We fall on Your countless mercies 
For sins that are known and those unknown
We call on Your name so holy 

For envy and pride, for closing our eyes 
For scorning our very neighbor 
In thought, word, and deed, we’ve failed You, our King 
How deeply we need a Savior

Chorus
Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy on us (2x)

For what You have done
Your life of love 
You perfectly lived, we praise You 
Though tempted and tried
You fixed Your eyes 
You finished the work God gave You

And there on the tree, a King among thieves 
You bled for a world’s betrayal 
You loved to the end, our merciful friend 
How pure and forever faithful [Chorus]

For hearts that are cold
For seizing control
For scorning our very Maker
In thought, word, and deed, we’ve failed You, our King
How deeply we need a Savior [Chorus]


ACCLAMATION
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE DECALOGUE 
God spoke these words and said: 
I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods but me.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Honor your father and your mother.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not covet.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these, your laws, in our hearts, we beseech you. 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN 
	Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; the burden of them is more than we can bear. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Bishop or Priest stands and says 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
THE COMFORTABLE WORDS
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28)

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. (1 Timothy 1:15)

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2)

COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray: Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations, and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

LESSONS
Old Testament: Genesis 3:1–7
At the conclusion of the OT lesson the reader says: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51
1	Have mercy on me, O God,
		according to your steadfast love;
		according to your abundant mercy
		blot out my transgressions.
2 	Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
		and cleanse me from my sin!

3	For I know my transgressions,
		and my sin is ever before me.
4 	Against you, you only, have I sinned
		and done what is evil in your sight,
	 	so that you may be justified in your words
		and blameless in your judgment.
5 	Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
		and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6 	Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
		and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

7	Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
		wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 	Let me hear joy and gladness;
		let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9 	Hide your face from my sins,
		and blot out all my iniquities.
10 	Create in me a clean heart, O God,
		and renew a right spirit within me.
11 	Cast me not away from your presence,
		and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 	Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
		and uphold me with a willing spirit.

13 	Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
		and sinners will return to you.
14 	Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
		O God of my salvation,
		and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
15 	O Lord, open my lips,
		and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 	For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;
		you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
17 	The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
		a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

18 	Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
		build up the walls of Jerusalem;
19 	then will you delight in right sacrifices,
		in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
		then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

New Testament: Romans 5:12–21
At the conclusion of the NT lesson the reader says: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Open My Eyes
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see Your face
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see
 
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear Your voice
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear

Gospel: The reader introduces the Gospel lesson saying: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (4:1–11). Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At the conclusion of the Gospel lesson, the reader says: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love like You
Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love
 
I live within You
Deep in Your heart, oh love
I live within You
Rest now in me

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SERMON

THE PRESENTATION, EXHORTATION, AND EXAMINATION
Only a Bishop may confirm. The Bishop customarily sits in a chair in front of the Communion Table. The Candidates and Presenters stand facing the Bishop as their Presenters say


	Presenters	Reverend Father in God, we present these persons to receive the laying on of hands.
Bishop			Have they been adequately prepared?
	Presenters	They have.

The Bishop then says
Dearly beloved, it is essential that those who wish to be Confirmed or Received in this Church publicly confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior; become his disciples; know and affirm the Nicene Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments; and have received instruction in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and the Catechism of the Church. God’s grace is imparted in Baptism, through which we are made God’s children by adoption and given the Holy Spirit. By the power of the Spirit, manifested in gifts and fruit, we are enabled to be God’s people for the sake of the world.

Now, these Candidates desire publicly to confess their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and their commitment to follow him as Lord. They also desire the strengthening of grace through the laying on of hands, that the Holy Spirit may fill them more and more for their ministry in the Church and in the world.

The Bishop then addresses the Candidates
Bishop	Do you, here in the presence of God and the Church, renew the solemn promises and vows made at your Baptism and commit to keep them?
	Candidates	I do.
			
			Do you renounce the devil and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
			I renounce them.
			
			Do you renounce the empty promises and deadly deceits of this world that corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
			I renounce them.
			
			Do you renounce the sinful desires of the flesh that draw you from the love of God?
			I renounce them.
			
			Do you turn to Jesus Christ and confess him as your Lord and Savior?
			I do.
			
			Do you joyfully receive the Christian Faith, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments?
			I do.
			
			Will you obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk in them all the days of your life?
			I will, the Lord being my helper.

The Bishop addresses the Congregation, saying
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?

Congregation 	We will.

PRAYER AND THE LAYING ON OF HANDS
The Bishop stands and says
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we beseech you to strengthen these your servants for witness and ministry through the power of your Holy Spirit. Daily increase in them your manifold virtues of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and true godliness, and the spirit of holy fear, now and for ever. Amen.

One-by-one, each Confirmand kneels in front of the Bishop. The Bishop, then laying his hands upon the person’s head, prays…

For Confirmation

1662: Confirm and defend, O Lord, this your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours forever; and daily increase in your Holy Spirit, more and more, until he comes to your everlasting kingdom.
People		Amen.

Or this
2019: Defend, O Lord, this your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more until he comes into the fullness of your everlasting kingdom.
People		Amen.

Or this
2019: Strengthen, O Lord, with your Holy Spirit, your servant N.; empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days of his life.
People		Amen.

For Reception (Brian White)
2019: Strengthen, O Lord, with your Holy Spirit, your servant N., whom we recognize as a member of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, and receive into the fellowship of this Communion. Empower him for your service, and sustain him all the days of his life.
People	Amen.

The Bishop may make the sign of the Cross with the Oil of Chrism on the forehead of any receiving the laying on of hands, and may say

N., I sign you with the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

CONCLUDING PRAYER FOR CONFIRMANDS
The Bishop then says
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be upon these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Holy Word, that they may faithfully serve you in this life, and joyfully dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OFFERTORY: On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Chorus:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil. [Chorus]

His oath, his covenant, his blood,
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay. [Chorus]

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found:
dressed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before the throne. [Chorus]

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as Head above all. All things come from you, O LORD, And of your own have we given you.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE SURSUM CORDA
The Lord be with you.
	And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
	We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
All praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father, for in your tender mercy, you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and he instituted, and in his Holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

[Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly pray, and grant that we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine, according to your Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood.]

For on the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it,* and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” Amen.
THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Be Thou My Vision
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art!
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

High king of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to His
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, “All is mine”
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Savior He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, “I am free”
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

His Mercy Is More
Chorus
Praise the Lord
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness
New every morn’
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

What love could remember, no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more [Chorus]

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father so tender is calling us home
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more [Chorus]

What riches of kindness He lavished on us
His blood was the payment His life was the cost
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more [Chorus]

Rock of Ages
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy wounded side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure;
save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to the cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyes shall close in death,
when I soar to worlds unknown,
see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee.
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
	thy will be done,
	on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	as we forgive those
	who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,
	and the power, and the glory 
	for ever and ever. Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
O Lord and heavenly Father, we earnestly desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; asking you to grant that by the merits and death of your Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Blood, we and your whole Church may obtain forgiveness of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present to you, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice. We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy Communion, may be filled with your grace and heavenly benediction. And although we are unworthy, because of our many sins, to offer you any sacrifice, yet we ask you to accept this our duty and service that we owe, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

BLESSING
All our problems
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All our sins
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All the devil’s works
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All our hopes
	We set on the risen Christ.

Bishop: The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, etc..

RECESSION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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