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Service Bulletin for 4 January 2026

Second Sunday after Christmas



THE LORD’S PRAYER

PROCESSIONAL: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Chorus
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King”

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.

ACCLAMATION
For unto us a child is born,
Unto us a son is given.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE DECALOGUE 
God spoke these words and said: 
I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods but me.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Honor your father and your mother.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not covet.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these, your laws, in our hearts, we beseech you. 
COLLECTS OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

LESSONS
Old Testament: Genesis 1:1—2:3
At the conclusion of the OT lesson the reader says: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 36
1	Transgression speaks to the wicked
		deep in his heart;
	 there is no fear of God
		before his eyes.
2 	For he flatters himself in his own eyes
		that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
3 	The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
		he has ceased to act wisely and do good.
4 	He plots trouble while on his bed;
		he sets himself in a way that is not good;
		he does not reject evil.

5	Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
		your faithfulness to the clouds.
6 	Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
		your judgments are like the great deep;
		man and beast you save, O LORD.
7	How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
		The children of mankind take refuge 
			in the shadow of your wings.
8 	They feast on the abundance of your house,
		and you give them drink 
			from the river of your delights.
9 	For with you is the fountain of life;
		in your light do we see light.
10	Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
		and your righteousness to the upright of heart!
11 	Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,
		nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
12 	There the evildoers lie fallen;
		they are thrust down, unable to rise.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
	As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

New Testament: Colossians 2:15–23
At the conclusion of the NT lesson the reader says: The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Open Our Eyes
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see Your face
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see
 
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear Your voice
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear

Gospel: The reader introduces the Gospel lesson saying: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1–18). 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At the conclusion of the Gospel lesson, the reader says: The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love like You
Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love
 
I live within You
Deep in Your heart, oh love
I live within You
Rest now in me

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SERMON

OFFERTORY: Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as Head above all. All things come from you, O LORD, And of your own have we given you.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

EXHORTATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; the burden of them is more than we can bear. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMFORTABLE WORDS

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE SURSUM CORDA
The Lord be with you.
	And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
	We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.

THE SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God
We who walk in darkness deep
Now see the light of morning
The Mighty God, the Prince of Peace
A child to us is born

Chorus
Behold, the Lamb of God
Who takes away our sin
Behold the Lamb of God
The life and light of men
Behold the Lamb of God
Who died and rose again
Behold the Lamb of God who comes
To take away our sin

Wanderers in the wilderness
O hear a voice is crying
Prepare the way, make straight the path
Your King has come to die

Chorus

Son of God (Emmanuel)
Son of Man (We praise you)
Behold (Behold) the Lamb
The hope (the hope) of man
Behold the Lamb

Chorus

Grace Greater than All Our Sins
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary’s mount out-poured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

Chorus
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin!

Sin and despair, like the sea-waves cold,
Threaten the soul with infinite loss;
Grace that is greater–yes, grace untold–
Points to the Refuge, the mighty Cross.

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe!
All who are longing to see His face,
Will you this moment His grace receive?

Chorus

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him born the King of angels:

Chorus
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

True God of True God, Light from Light eternal
Humbly, He entered the virgin’s womb
Son of the Father, begotten, not created [Chorus]

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest [Chorus]

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Chorus]

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us, through this Sacrament, of your favor and goodness towards us: that we are true members of the mystical body of your Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of your everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly ask you, heavenly Father, to assist us with your grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all the good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Refrain
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.


We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, Heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father. [Refrain]

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Son, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. [Refrain]

For you alone are the Holy One;
you alone are the Lord, the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, the Father. Amen. [Refrain]

BLESSING
All our problems
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All our sins
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All the devil’s works
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All our hopes
	We set on the risen Christ.

RECESSION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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