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21 December 2025

Fourth Sunday Advent


LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

PROCESSIONAL: O Come, O Come Immanuel
O come, O come, Immanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Chorus
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Branch of Jesse’s stem,
unto your own and rescue them!
From depths of hell your people save,
and give them victory o’er the grave. 

O come, O Key of David, come
and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe for us the heavenward road
and bar the way to death’s abode. 

O come, O King of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease
and be yourself our King of Peace.

ACCLAMATION
Surely the Lord is coming soon.
	Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE DECALOGUE 
God spoke these words and said: 
I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods but me.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

Honor your father and your mother.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law. 

You shall not covet.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these, your laws, in our hearts, we beseech you. 
COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and as we are sorely hindered by our sins from running the race that is set before us, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

LESSONS
First Lesson: 1 Chronicles 17:1–15
At the conclusion of the OT lesson the reader says: The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 132
1	Remember, O LORD, in David’s favor,
		all the hardships he endured,
2 	how he swore to the LORD
		and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,
3 	“I will not enter my house
		or get into my bed,
4 	I will not give sleep to my eyes
		or slumber to my eyelids,
5 	until I find a place for the LORD,
		a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.”
6	Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah;
		we found it in the fields of Jaar.
7 	“Let us go to his dwelling place;
		let us worship at his footstool!”
8	Arise, O LORD, and go to your resting place,
		you and the ark of your might.
9 	Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,
		and let your saints shout for joy.
10 	For the sake of your servant David,
		do not turn away the face of your anointed one.
11	The LORD swore to David a sure oath
		from which he will not turn back:
	 “One of the sons of your body
		I will set on your throne.
12	If your sons keep my covenant and my testimonies that I shall teach them,
		their sons also forever shall sit on your throne.”
13	For the LORD has chosen Zion;
		he has desired it for his dwelling place:
14 	“This is my resting place forever;
		here I will dwell, for I have desired it.
15 	I will abundantly bless her provisions;
		I will satisfy her poor with bread.
16 	Her priests I will clothe with salvation,
		and her saints will shout for joy.
17 	There I will make a horn to sprout for David;
		I have prepared a lamp for my anointed.
18 	His enemies I will clothe with shame,
		but on him his crown will shine.”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Second Lesson: Hebrews 1
At the conclusion of the NT lesson the reader says: The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Open My Eyes
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see Your face
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see
 
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear Your voice
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear

Gospel: The reader introduces the Gospel lesson saying: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (1:67–79)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At the conclusion of the Gospel lesson, the reader says: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love like You
Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love
 
I live within You
Deep in Your heart, oh love
I live within You
Rest now in me

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SERMON

OFFERTORY: Ancient of Days
Though the nations rage, kingdoms rise and fall
There is still one King reigning over all
So I will not fear, for this truth remains
That my God is the Ancient of Days

Chorus
None above Him, none before Him
All of time in His hands
For His throne, it shall remain and ever stand
All the power, all the glory
I will trust in His name
For my God is the Ancient of Days

Though the dread of night overwhelms my soul
He is here with me, I am not alone
Oh, His love is sure, and He knows my name
For my God is the Ancient of Days

Chorus

Though I may not see what the future brings
I will watch and wait for the Savior King
Then my joy complete, standing face to face
In the presence of the Ancient of Days

Chorus

	Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as Head above all. All things come from you, O LORD, And of your own have we given you.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying: Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

EXHORTATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker and judge of us all: We acknowledge and lament our many sins and offenses, which we have committed by thought, word, and deed against your divine majesty, provoking most justly your righteous anger against us. We are deeply sorry for these our transgressions; the burden of them is more than we can bear. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may evermore serve and please you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMFORTABLE WORDS

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE SURSUM CORDA
The Lord be with you.
	And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
	We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.

THE SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might, 
	blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION

The Lord Is My Shepherd
The Lord is my shepherd, there’s nothing I need
You lead me to the safest places
You lead me to the safest places
To walk in the meadow and lie by the stream
You meet me in the quiet places
You meet me in the quiet places

Your goodness and Your mercy will follow me
All the days of my life
All the days of my life
And I’ll dwell in Your house for eternity
I’ll be there by Your side
I’ll be there by Your side

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death
I don’t have to fear no evil for I know that You are with me
With oil of blessing, You cover my head
You fill me to overflowing, my cup is overflowing
And Your goodness and Your mercy will follow me
All the days of my life
All the days of my life

And I’ll dwell in Your house for eternity
I’ll be there by Your side
I’ll be there by Your side
All the days of my life
All the days of my life

You prepare a table before me
Right in front of my enemies
You’re the shepherd of my soul
You lead me in the right direction
My comfort and my protection
You’re the shepherd of my soul

And Your goodness and Your mercy will follow me
All the days of my life
All the days of my life
And I’ll dwell in Your house for eternity
I’ll be there by Your side
I’ll be there by Your side
All the days of my life (all the days of my life)
All the days of my life (all my life)

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to His
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, “All is mine”
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Savior He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, “I am free”
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I, but through Christ in me
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Chorus
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King”

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin’s womb:
veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
	thy will be done,
	on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	as we forgive those
	who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,
	and the power, and the glory 
	for ever and ever. Amen. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
O Lord and heavenly Father, we earnestly desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; asking you to grant that by the merits and death of your Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Blood, we and your whole Church may obtain forgiveness of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present to you, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice. We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy Communion, may be filled with your grace and heavenly benediction. And although we are unworthy, because of our many sins, to offer you any sacrifice, yet we ask you to accept this our duty and service that we owe, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

BLESSING
All our problems
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All our sins
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All the devil’s works
	We send to the cross of Christ.
All our hopes
	We set on the risen Christ.

RECESSION

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the Name of Christ!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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